Dystopia:

“Where do we go when even Hope has betrayed us?”

Earth, The Elpis Launch, The Beginning of the End


“We can’t be sure when the Elpis originally set forth from Earth. Those who could’ve remembered have passed on and anything recorded since <Patrick Cassidy>’s rise to power can’t be trusted. The original goal, or the myth of it at least, was to launch a new civilization into space and colonized a new world based on some new radical social fundamental. The colony was supposed to grow into a Eutopia and lead its people into a new Golden Age of humanity. Longevity technologies, disease resistant genetics, advanced materials knowledges, unlimited power sources… we were provided with everything required to erase Want from our world. What we seem to be left with is a diseased coffin floating through space. God help us if it ever reaches a planet.”

 - Excerpts from Sigil Historian Byrus Mannias, Encrypted Data Store, Elpis Files 65PL

The Elpis Project was an ambitious development on Earth during the late 21st Century. Human kind had begun to repair the wounds inflicted during the beginning of the century and new explorations began outward from the planet. The restructuring of the United States, the Europian Union, and the Greater Unified Asian Peoples allowed for a boom in technology and production. For decades after the collapse, the greater nations of the world began to consider the idea of colonizing planets outside of our solar system. The Mars and Titan projects were deemed successful after several decades of habitation and scientists began to turn their attentions even further into space.

Elpis, or Greek for Hope, was conceived by <Bryan Buschmann> after several of his spaceship and zero-g habitation designs began to dominate the inter-system population. His revolutionary design would make it possible for several thousand colonists to traverse the depths of space and reach a new, hospitable planet several light years away. Guided by research and development at the <Carl Knoos> Consortium Laboratories, the schematics and designs had been completed within the span of several months. The production of the ship only required a decade of work, and volunteers for the program were numerous. Without the hindrances of previous bureaucracies, the Elpis project would see its launch at 2114, leave the solar system by 2115, and collapse into a deep space nightmare by 2127. 60 years before the Elpis would have even reached its destination, <Patrick Cassidy> would see to its corruption and rebirth as a titan of fear and control.

The subjugation of the Elpis began quietly after regular conversation with Earth had been halted. The council members assigned to the productive and managerial tasks aboard the ship began to convene less often about specific matters and more often to discuss <Bryan Buschmann>’s continued role in the project. Council Member <Patrick Cassidy>, who initially supported the Elpis project, began to criticize how resources were being managed and that now two years out from Earth, they may have all been doomed by poor execution. Initial reports began to circulate throughout the habitat ship and an initial wave of panic almost caused riot among the populace. The outward leadership of Council Member <Cassidy> was a stark contrast to <Bryan Buschmann>’s fierce denial that anything was wrong. Whether anything was wrong or not made little difference and soon <Buschmann> fell into disfavor.

With growing support from the other Council Members, <Cassidy> began to push for a reform of the project and a redistribution of ship functions. After only 5 short years, 80% of the Elpis was now under the direct control of now Charter Director <Cassidy>. <Buschmann> continued to protest the new leadership and held on for several years with a small following of support. The following was shaken and nearly wiped out when after close to 6 years of defiance, <Bryan Buschmann> was found dead in his chambers. Clearly murdered by the <Cassidy> party, the entire event was covered up and sent to the public as a horrible tragedy for the project and a setback to be overcome. With the last public resistance quickly slipping into submission, <Cassidy> launched a new mandate of control and began to wipe the previous rulership from memory.

The Purge and <The New Establishment>


“We can only assume hundreds of years of civilization were lost in that one act. We look constantly for back ups, copies, and other shards of knowledge left unnoticed during the Purge but rarely is anything found. <Cassidy> was no fool for detail when he rid the Elpis of the troublesome truth.”

- Excerpts from Sigil Historian Byrus Mannias, Encrypted Data Store, Elpis Files 28PL
With the support of the council members, <Patrick Cassidy> created a new government  and installed himself as High Minister or the Elpis. He created several Minister roles and appointed several supporting council members to the various positions. Despite putting forward a face of democracy, High Minister <Cassidy> remained in total control of the entire Colony ship. His first duties after rebranding the government were to secretly replace and remove old political history. Dates were changed, entire documents disappeared from the data stores, and when people began to ask questions, they too would have a habit of disappearing. The High Minister created a task force and publicly assured the populace that he would find and destroy these information deviants before they did too much damage to the data stores. Several holdouts from the old establishment began to hoard data on personal devices and physical prints, fearful of what may be changed in the “official” data stores. Their efforts were halted when they were found out and the High Minister declared the data stores “corrupt beyond repair and only damaging to the future of the Elpis.” The entire store was wiped in what would be called The Purge.

The High Minister cleared everything from the data stores and began to rebuild them from back up using only the “correct” data files. Soon the only information allowed to the populace was published back to the data stores. Rumors of false information circulating on archaic medium reached the Ministers and soon a witch-hunt was called to seek out and destroy the heretical information. The members of the resistance quickly went underground and started calling themselves Sigil. Some members were caught, some escaped, but either way countless volumes of history and technology was lost. After repairs were declared complete, the new data stores became the High Minister’s greatest tool in forging his new civilization. It would take a few years, but the population began to trust the new data without even the slightest hesitation.

<The New Establishment> was formalized shortly after The Purge and cemented the High Minister in the highest level of control. The High Minister’s attentions then turned to fixing himself in power for as long as possible. Research into longevity drugs had advanced considerably before the launch of Elpis but was declared illegal shortly before final resolution. The moral issue of deciding who got to live longer was not something the governments of the world could decide on. Unfortunately, the High Minister had no issues with deciding the value of life and resumed the research aboard the private research facilities of the newly born Ministry of Technology Research. A scant 6 years after the rebirth of the longevity research, the Minister of Technology presented the High Minister with Erebus, a functioning drug that promised to expand his rule by hundreds of years. 

The final act of the High Minister before he settled into his comfortable rule over the populace of the Elpis was the creation of the PLCs, or Production Level Citizens. PLCs are engineered humans designed with specific enhancements and limitations in their genetic structure. Originally, the Elpis carried with it genetic material enough to create a new population base free of overwriting genetic defects. Its purpose was then taken and molded into a program to produce assembly-line humans as a sub-class for dangerous or menial work. PLCs are very much like standard humans at a base but have been genetically molded for specific work. They have all also been engineered to break down at a cellular level if they do not receive a weekly injection of a stabilizing agent known as Eunomia. The process of cellular breakdown is intensely painful and reversible only in the first hour of the process. Termination of the PLC generally occurs within 3 hours. The High Minister has made sure there is no natural alternative to Eunomia to be found on the Elpis.

28 Years exist between the adoption of PLCs and when the Elpis reached its target system in <new system>. Most of this time is day to day activities filled with technological advancement, cultural decay, and a social dependence on the High Minister. The Elpis has arrived at <New System> 58 years after its launch. Those that remember the launch are few in number and far to old to speak against the High Minister. Those too young remember nothing but the life they have been allowed to live. As the Elpis settles into orbit within the <New System> the High Minister begins to worry. Will expansion to the planets bring a larger empire or will his subjects become familiar with the scent of freedom? Months before the Elpis even reaches planetary orbit, the High Minister is methodically crafting a newer, larger cage for his minions. Welcome to the world of Dystopia.

“The first thing I saw when we entered <New System> was not the shimmering solar rings, the golden glow of the sun, or the iridescent shine of the planets. The first thing I felt was not a wellspring of pride that we had succeeded in traversing the blackness of space. The words I heard from my kin were not of wanderlust and intrigue. All I saw, all I felt, all I heard was the Elpis around me. A cold metal coffin that has killed the human race but not let it die. And atop this citadel of darkness rides the High Minister, the lich that dangles us like puppets from his infernal strings.”

- Excerpts from Sigil Historian Byrus Mannias, Encrypted Data Store, Elpis Files 58PL
